
Films for screening  
June - September 2018 

 
 

Date Title Description 
13 Jun Taxi Tehran 

(12A certificate) 
Comedy drama.  Banned by the 
Iran government from making 
films, Jafar Panahi poses as a 
taxi driver and rides through the 
streets of Tehran to explore 
social challenges in his country 
through the passengers he picks 
up. 

11 Jul What we did on our 
holiday 
(12A certificate) 

Heart-warming comedy drama.  
Three children on a family 
holiday in the Scottish highlands 
innocently reveal the ins and 
outs of their family life and many 
intimate details about their 
parents… 

8 Aug Bridge of spies 
(12A certificate) 

A true-life cold war drama in 
which an American attorney is 
unexpectedly hired to defend a 
Soviet spy and negotiates the 
release of a spy plane pilot shot 
down over Russia 

12 Sep Adventures of Priscilla, 
queen of the desert 
(15 certificate) 

Wonderfully inventive camp 
comedy about two drag queens 
and a transgender woman 
braving the macho Australian 
outback for a gig, in a bus called 
Priscilla 

  

 

   



Taxi Tehran 
This short film grips, entertains and moves the viewer as it punches 
through a powerful message about living in an autocracy.  After 
making several realist dramas about the challenges of everyday life 
in Iran Jafar Panahi fell foul of its government.  It banned him from 
making films for 20 years and still prevents him from travelling.  He 
has protested by making three extraordinary works in secret, 
statements that are at once a cri de coeur and a raised fist of 
defiance.  In Taxi Tehran, the most recent of these three, he rigged 
a taxi with three hidden cameras and surreptitiously filmed a drive 
round Tehran, with himself at the wheel.  I expect it’s all staged - 
the line between fiction and reality is, to say the least, smudged - 
but such is the feel of spontaneity that it’s hard to tell.  The dash-
mounted cameras register the ebb and flow of a cabbie’s typical day 
and allow Panahi to present a personal rumination on the current 
state of Iran - which convicted him in 2010 of “colluding with the 
intention to commit crimes against the country’s national security 
and propaganda against the Islamic Republic”.  

For this spare, witty, clever exercise, the interior of Panahi’s taxi is 
slowly transformed into a stage for crimes, confessions, deathbed 
declarations and even a goldfish-related tragedy.  From its opening 
long take to its unexpected finale, this is a brilliantly humane 
testament to the universality of cinema and to Jafar Panahi’s 
inspirational contribution to its power. 
 

Iran 2015 - 82 minutes - 12A certificate 
Farsi, with English subtitles 
Wednesday 13th June 2018 
St John's Place, Lower Road, Lower Bemerton  
Doors open 19.15            
Programme starts 19.45 
Entrance £6  

Bemerton Film Society 
In the autumn of 2010 a group of Lower Bemerton residents decided 

to set up the Bemerton Film Society (BFS) as a fundraiser in support 

of local efforts to turn St John's Church into a community centre.  

The Society aimed to offer people the chance to see quality films 

that had in one way or other made film history, often main stream 

films with excellent reviews.  We obtained the permission of the then 

head of St John's School to screen the films in the school hall, using 

the school’s own projection facilities.  A small grant from Wiltshire 

Council enabled us to upgrade these facilities in 2014. 

Since our first outing in December 2010 we have screened 79 

feature films, covering a wide range of subjects and styles, from 

classic Hollywood films of the 1940s to modern comedies and 

dramas.  We have travelled in time from 1938 (Hitchcock’s The lady 

vanishes) to 2016 (I, Daniel Blake, A street cat named Bob, and The 

eagle huntress) and geographically from California to Mongolia and 

Australia.  We have also brought our audience news from the front 

line of “Call the midwife”, thanks to the programme’s midwifery 

adviser, Terri Coates, being a local resident. 

Following installation of new cinema equipment and comfortable 

seating in St John’s Place we transferred operations there in January 

2017.  We can now screen blu-ray films in full HD and surround 

sound, thus enabling our audience to enjoy an authentic cinema 

experience. 

To date (May 2018) BFS screenings have contributed over £4,000 to 

the Bemerton Community Project, and we will continue to generate 

funds for that worthy cause into the foreseeable future. 


